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Preface 

Karin FISCHER AUSSERER 

Director of the City of Vienna Department of Urban Archaeology 

 

Dear colleagues, 

 

I would like to welcome you most warmly to the “15th International Conference on Cultural Heritage and New 

Technologies”. 

This year, we are celebrating the 15th anniversary of our annual conference series that has been held in 

these rooms – the Wappensäle – in the Vienna City Hall for the past ten years. I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank the officials responsible at the Vienna City Hall for their dedication and efforts. This 

event would not run so smoothly without your help. 

Which of the organisers in 1996 would have thought that our conference would still be held 15 years later 

and on such a large scale? A small group of Austrian archaeologists and cultural scientists met in the 

autumn of 1996 on the occasion of the one-day workshop “Archaeology and Computers” that was held in the 

rooms of the City of Vienna’s IT department. The foundations were laid for our annual conference and many 

colleagues have participated since the very beginning. Today, I would like to thank you very much for your 

commitment. 

“Archaeology and Cultural Heritage in Urban Areas” is a suitable theme for this anniversary conference. It is 

a wide-ranging topic as you can see from the many different contributions. 

I would like to cite my colleague, David Bibby, who wrote the introduction to this conference and summed up 

the topic in such perfect words: 

“Urban archaeology is a relatively new sub-discipline within the archaeological sciences. Why has it been 

such a late developer? How do its scientific results amplify and influence our knowledge and thinking on the 

development of our towns and cities?” These and many others are the questions we would like to discuss in 

these three days. And we would also like to present the latest results and issues. 

In addition to the scientific lectures and posters, we would like to invite you to our evening events. They are 

good opportunities for networking and for discussing the events of the day with your colleagues, for meeting 

new people, and maybe even coming up with new projects. 

I would also like to thank the members of the scientific committee for their great support in preparing and 

holding this conference. We will all truly miss Sam Paley whose innovative ideas have contributed greatly to 

this event. 

I would also like to thank the team of the Urban Archaeology Division who have cooperated wonderfully once 

again this year to organise this conference. 

Last but not least, I would like to thank all lecturers and presenters for their contributions, and would like to 

wish all participants three interesting and fruitful days at the Vienna City Hall. 

 

 


